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€ijc Religious <#tmcation Association* 



THE ELECTION OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY. 

By a unanimous vote of the Executive Board, at a meeting held on 
October 9 last, the office of General Secretary to the Association was 
filled by the election of Ira Landrith, LL.D., of Nashville, Tenn. For 
six months, since the Convention last February, it has been the effort 
of the officers of the Association to secure as General Secretary a man 
with the varied high qualities and experience for which the office calls. 
The success of this effort is now announced. 

Dr. Landrith is a southern man. He was born in Texas in 1865, 
and received his collegiate and theological training at Cumberland 
University, in Lebanon, Tenn. During the past thirteen years he has 
been at Nashville, in large part engaged as editor of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian, the official organ of the denomination. He has made him- 
self one of the most conspicuous and most influential members of that 
branch of the church. He is a leading member of the important com- 
mittee of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church which is negotiating a 
union of that denomination with the Presbyterian Church North. 

In his theological position and in his church relations, Dr. Lan- 
drith has established a reputation for wise conservatism ; at the same 
time the Cumberland Presbyterian under his editorship has manifested 
large vision and progressiveness. Those who are familiar with the 
religious papers of our country have recognized that the Cumberland 
Presbyterian is one of the best. 

Dr. Landrith's activities, however, have not been confined to the 
work of his denomination. He is chairman of the State Committee of 
the Young Men's Christian Association, through which office he has 
been a leader for years in Association affairs, not only in that state but 
in national matters. When the Committee of Twenty-One on Associa- 
tion Policy was appointed a year or two ago — the most important com- 
mittee that the Young Men's Christian Associations have ever created — 
Dr. Landrith was chosen a member. 

He has been widely influential also in Christian Endeavor work, 
being a member of the Board of Trustees of the United Society of 
Christian Endeavor. He was one of the prominent speakers at the 
recent Endeavor Convention in Denver. When the convention of the 
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same organization was held in Nashville a few years ago Dr. Landrith 
was chairman of the local committee of arrangements, and in face of 
exceptional difficulties made the convention in its local aspects one of 
the best ever held. 




IRA LANDRITH, LL.D. 
The Newly Elected General Secretary of the Religious Education Association. 

In addition to these unusual services to religious organizations, he 
has rendered a most conspicuous service to the municipal welfare of the 
city of Nashville. A few months ago, as chairman of a citizens' commit- 
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tee of one hundred, he led a municipal reform and secured the election 
of a reform mayor. By this service Dr. Landrith became one of the 
most distinguished citizens of that city. In connection with this move- 
ment he influenced the editorial policy of every daily paper in Nash- 
ville, and himself wrote many of the articles which appeared in all of 
them, and which led to the success of the reform movement. 

Considering these facts, it is not strange that much persuasion was 
needed to secure Dr. Landrith as General Secretary of the Religious 
Education Association. The Cumberland Presbyterian Board felt that 
they could not get along without him as leader and editor of the 
denomination, and the citizens of Nashville felt that without his assist- 
ance the reform movement might lapse. Notwithstanding the pressure 
brought upon him to remain in Nashville, Dr. Landrith had an enthusi- 
astic vision of the possibilities of the Association and strong faith to 
believe that these possibilities could be realized. 

That the highest hopes of the Executive Board may be accom- 
plished with Dr. Landrith as General Secretary is guaranteed by the 
high qualities of leadership, administrative power, and executive ability 
which Dr. Landrith possesses. His special fitness for the position 
will increasingly become manifest to those who have not yet had an 
opportunity to know of his past achievements. 

Dr. Landrith entered upon his duties as General Secretary of the 
Association November 1, and will make his residence in Chicago as soon 
as his relations in Nashville can be terminated. 1 

J Dr. Landrith, in announcing his acceptance in the Cumberland Presbyterian, 
says in part : " Not the least of the motives for going [to Chicago to become General 
Secretary of the Religious Education Association] is to assume a relation requiring, 
not merely all the time, but every energy of a man, however varied his tastes or 
numerous the lines along which he enjoys projecting his activities. Not quite satis- 
fied through these thirteen busy and blessed years to sit continually at an editorial 
desk, and having persuaded myself, though probably not by any means all of my 
friends, that the pulpit, platform, summer assembly, civic reform movement, and work 
for young people were not only all good, but would even the better qualify an 
editor for his desk duties, I have found in these things the satisfaction which editorial 
work alone could not fully give. I like pens, but I love people. 

"Another determining reason for agreeing to go to Chicago has been the 
increasing conviction that the Religious Education Association has come providen- 
tially into being for just such a time as this, and that it promises to be the most phe- 
nomenally and comprehensively useful interdenominational and international religious 
movement of modern times. Intimate recent association with the men most con- 
cerned for the Association's well-being has compelled me to believe that every evan- 
gelical church, and every really righteous man, movement, and method, has much to 
gain and nothing to lose by cordial co-operation with this omni-denominational 
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A PERMANENT EDITORIAL SECRETARY. 

The appointment on November 6 of the permanent Editorial 
Secretary of the Religious Education Association completes the execu- 
tive staff of the organization, and enables the Association to go for- 
ward in full strength to accomplish its great mission. The work of 
the Editorial Secretary will be to edit all the official publications of 
the Association, authorized by the Executive Board. The principal 
publication is the regular yearly volume of the Proceedings of the 
annual convention, which this year was a large octavo volume of over 
four hundred pages, and in 1904 will contain twice as much matter; 
other publications are the Official Bulletin issued several times a year, 
the circulars of information, reports of investigations by Department 
or special committees, monographs on the various phases and problems 
of religious education, and other similar literature already projected. 

The new Editorial Secretary is Professor C. W. Votaw, Ph.D., of 
the University of Chicago, who has been closely connected with the 
movement from the beginning. When the Council of Seventy, in 
October, 1902, undertook to secure the establishment of this organiza- 

agency for making stronger, wider, and deeper every devout man's faith in God. 
Having had absolutely nothing to do with the suggestion of my name, and nothing to 
do with promoting the proposition for my election, and having been studiously kept 
in ignorance of all the facts, so that I did not know I had been considered until my 
election was practically assured, I have been sufficiently unembarrassed from the first 
to demand, when I came to consider the call, all the information there was to give 
concerning the incipiency, aims, and spirit of the Religious Education Association ; 
and my friends in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church will not need to be told that 
due care and caution have been exercised by me, and that I now know that the Associa- 
tion will advocate nothing, because it desires to accomplish nothing, not in accord with 
the best wishes of the most thoughtful, earnest, and conservative religious leaders in 
all the churches. In a word, I have learned enough about the cause to be able to 
stand for it without reservation of any kind, and with an enthusiasm born of such 
unqualified indorsement and confidence. 

"It ought to be unnecessary to add that I am still to be a Cumberland Pres- 
byterian, countinuing all my denominational relations and activities except as editor. 
If my successor wishes to have it so, I shall also be most happy to be, if not a weekly, 
at least a frequent correspondent of this newspaper in whose columns I am most at 
home. Nothing in the environments I am about to enter need divorce me from either 
my church membership, denominational loyalty, or Cumberland Presbyterian alle- 
giance in anyway. If it had been otherwise the position would have had no attractions 
for me. It shall not be my fault, therefore, if I do not accomplish, as I think it is 
possible to do, and that, too, without violating any other obligation, more for my 
beloved church than would have been possible in an exclusively denominational 
position." 
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tion, Professor Votaw as Recorder of the Council of Seventy conducted 
the correspondence which brought about the Chicago Convention last 
February. Since that time he has served as Acting Secretary to 
the Association, performing the duties of both General and Editorial 
Secretaries until November 1, when a permanent General Secretary was 
secured, as announced above. 

Professor Votaw was born in 1864, the son of a Congregational 
minister, and is himself of that denomination. He was educated at 
Amherst College (A.B., 1888; A.M., 1 891), Yale University (B.D., 1891), 
and the University of Chicago (Ph.D., 1896). He has been connected 
with the University of Chicago since its beginning in 1892, first as 
instructor, and later as assistant professor of New Testament literature. 
He is managing editor of the Biblical World, author of The Use of 
the Infinitive in Biblical Greek (1896); Inductive Studies in Acts 
(1898), etc. He has been continuously engaged for twenty years in 
Sunday-school work, Bible-class teaching, and popular lecturing on the 
New Testament in the New England and New York Chautauquas, and 
many other assemblies and conventions. 

The work which he has already done for the Association is evidenoe 
of his devotion to its interests, and his firm belief that its ideas and 
plans can within a generation transform the present religious and moral 
education. 

ARRANGEMENTS AND PROGRAM FOR THE NEXT CONVENTION 
IN PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 2-4, 1904. 

The second annual Convention of the Religious Education Asso- 
ciation is to be held in the city of Philadelphia early in March next, 
in accordance with the action of the Board of Directors taken in Boston 
July 7 last. 

Three full days will be occupied by the Convention, namely, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, March 2, 3, and 4. (Because of 
necessary local conditions, these dates are moved forward one day from 
those which were selected by the Board of Directors and first announced 
in the Circular of Information of the Association.) 

The great general theme of the Convention will be, "The Bible 
in Practical Life.'' It is the feeling of all that a true and clear 
discussion of what the Bible can do for our present life will be the most 
helpful service which the Association can perform at its next annual 
meeting. The method of presenting this subject may be seen in the 
outline program of the Convention given below. 
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As will appear there also, the mornings of the Convention days will 
be given to separate sessions of the seventeen Departments of the Asso- 
ciation ; the Board of Directors will meet in the afternoon of the first 
day (Wednesday), and the general business of the Convention will be 
transacted on the afternoon of the last day (Friday). Thursday after- 
noon will be devoted to a joint session of Departments, on the subject, 
" Religious Education in the Home." The three evening sessions of 
the Convention will present the general theme in three aspects, "The 
Bible in Religious Experience," "The Bible in Education," and "The 
Bible in Social and Civic Life." 

The speakers for the fifteen chief addresses of the Convention have 
been chosen and in most instances have already been secured. Many 
also of those who will read papers before the Department sessions have 
been selected. 

The Academy of Music has been reserved for the opening session 
of the Convention. The First Baptist Church of Philadelphia, of 
which Rev. Kerr Boyce Tupper, D.D., is pastor, has invited the Asso- 
ciation to made its building the headquarters and chief auditorium of 
the Convention. This church is located in the center of Philadelphia, 
within a few blocks of the railroad stations, and at the central point of 
the street railway systems of the city. The building is a magnificent 
new modern structure, with every means for successfully accommodating 
a great meeting. Other churches and assembly halls in the vicinity of 
the First Baptist Church will be available for sessions of Departments, 
and for overflow meetings. The closing session of the Convention will 
be held in the Baptist Temple, of which Rev. Russell H. Conwell, 
D.D., is pastor; its auditorium is the largest and best in Philadelphia, 
seating over four thousand people. 

The local arrangements for the Convention are in the hands of a 
Committee of Philadelphia citizens, of which Professor Martin G. 
Brumbaugh, Ph.D., LL.D., of the University of Pennsylvania, is chair- 
men, and Rev. C. R. Blackall, D.D., Editor of Periodicals of the 
American Baptist Publication Society, is Secretary. The members of 
the Committee, fifty or more in number, represent most ably all those 
institutions and organizations which exist to promote religious and 
moral education. 

These arrangements will be highly gratifying to all members and 
friends of the movement. It may be confidently expected that this 
second Convention will prove a worthy successor to the first (held last 
February in Chicago), which by many was pronounced the most 
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important religious gathering of recent years. The rapidly growing 

membership and influence of the Religious Education Association is 

evidence of the fact that there is a wise, earnest determination on the 

part of countless individuals, institutions, and organizations to improve 

and to vitalize the religious and moral education of our country and 

our time. 

OUTLINE PROGRAM OF THE CONVENTION. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2. 

10 a. m. to 12:30 p. m. First Session of the Council of Religious 
Education. 

2 to 3:30 p. m. Second Session of Council of Religious Education. 

3 : 30 to 5 p. m. Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors. 
7 : 30 to 10 p. m. First General Session of the Convention. 

Organ Recital. Music by Chorus Choir. Devotional Service. 

Brief Address of Welcome, and Response. 

The President's Annual Address. 

"The Bible in Religious Experience." 

First Address: "Its Unique Character and Value as an Inter- 
preter of Life." 
Second Address: "Its Adequacy in Dealing with the Crises and 

Emergencies of Life." 
Third Address: "Its Importance as a Factor in Promoting 
Spiritual Efficiency and Growth." 
Discussion. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 3. 

10 a. m. to 12:30 p. m. Departmental Sessions: 

Universities and Colleges. Teacher Training. 

Theological Seminaries. Christian Associations. 

Churches and Pastors. Young People's Societies. 

Sunday Schools. The Press. 

Secondary Public Schools. Religious Art and Music. 

Elementary Public Schools. 
2:30 to 5 p. m. Special Joint Session of Departments. 

Devotional Service. Music. 

"Religious Education in the Home." 

First Address : "The Religious Opportunity of the Home." 
Second Address : "The Art of Telling Bible Stories." 
Third Address : "Memory Work in Character Forming." 
Fourth Address : "Literature as a Means of Religious Education 
in the Home." 

Discussion. 
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7:30 to 10 p. m. Second General Session of the Convention. 
Organ Recital. Devotional Service. Music. 
"The Bible in Education." 

First Address : "The Qualities Which Make the Bible Educa- 
tionally Valuable." 
Second Address: "The Contact of Biblical Material with the 

Experience of the Child." 
Third Address : "The Contact of Biblical Material with Adoles- 
cent Life. " 
Fourth Address: "The Co-ordination of the Bible with Other 
Subjects of Study," 
Discussion. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 4. 

10 a. m. to 12:30 p. m. Departmental Sessions : 
Churches and Pastors. The Home. 

Sunday Schools. Libraries. 

Secondary Public Schools. Correspondence Instruction. 

Elementary Public Schools. Summer Assemblies. 
Christian Associations. Religious Art and Music. 

Young People's Societies. 
2:30 to 5 p. m. Business Session of the Convention. 
Devotional Service. Music. 
The Annual Business Meeting. 
Address: "The Annual Survey of Progress in Religious and Moral 

Education." 
Special Communications from Departments. 
7:30 to 10 p. m. Third General Session of the Convention. 
Organ Recital. Devotional Service. Music. 
"The Bible in Social and Civic Life." 

First Address : "Its Recognition of the Social Needs and Rela- 
tionships of Man." 
Second Address: "Its Solution of the Practical Problems of 

Modern Life." 
Third Address : "Its Relation to Patriotism and Civic Right- 
eousness." 
Introduction of the Newly Elected President. 
Benediction. 

Fuller information regarding the Religious Education Association 
will be sent upon request to the Executive Office of the Association, 
153-5 LaSalle Street, Chicago. All persons interested in promoting 
religious and moral education are invited to become members of the 
Association, and thus to co-operate most fully with this movement. 



